Annex 3: Letters of Support from the Portugal UNESCO
Commission, Azores Government Authorities
and Relevant National and International Scientists
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The Board of the Azores Geopark Adsocistion, on behall of all his ascociated institutions, b the
plesure of officially request the admission of the Azores ferfitory 1o the Europesn Geopark
Metwork, and therefore, its recognition as European Geopark.

The (owiding members of ths Associalien, the Asores Autonmoies Begion, through the
Environment and Sea Regional Secretariat, and the four Local Action Growps of ihe Azores
(ADELIACOR - Asoaciathon for the Local Development of the Avores islands, ARDE - Hn.-g'inru]
Association for Development, GRATER - Associstion of Regional Developmend and ASDEPH -
Assaciation for the Roral Development and Promation), asd ol his parners, are fully committed to
the principles undsrlined in the Charfer of the Earopean Ceoparks, and are commined (o implement
an effective coopertion m accordance with the Azons Geopurk statues and regulations and the
memerandn of collaboration establislbed among them.

The intcrnational relevance of ibe geological beriage of the tertiony, its sclentific, soenic and
educational value and, simuManeously, the existence of a rich bicdiversity and o remarkable
cultural beriage, are the foundations for the implementstion i ibe territory of sustainable
development policies, strongly supported in environmental prolection siméejies, in geneml, and, in
peoconservation, i particular. In addition, the brand geopark reinforces the oulslanding
geodiversity and geological heriinge of the Ascres, placing it af the service of the Amorean
cofmtianity sstadied development, bosed on the goolouriam and the matise tourism, amd the
promotion of pn economic growth of the territory bobd on (& environmental values.

Wiih the motio 9 islands - | Geopaek”, this application presenis itsell as ploneering, as it will be
the first inily archipelagic geoparks’s terrilory: all the 9 islands of ihe archipelage are part of the
Geopark, mre populsiad and have infrstrctures and services 1o ensume the development of
activilies of the Geopark.

We believe that the cooperation ond networking within the Furopean and Glokal Geoparks will
albow the exchangs of experience and knowledge, promoting the lmplememiation of new dyvnamics

and processes that comtmbute to an ongoing improvement of the management of the Azores
Greopark,

Hort, 31 October 2001

lart da Silva

Fresidery of tie Soard & the ML&J’
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Letter of Commitment

The international relevance of the geological hentage of the territory, its scientific, scenic
and educational value and, simultaneously, the existence of a rich biodiversity and a
remarkable cultural heritage, are the foundations for the implementation in the territory of
sustainable development policies, strongly supported in environmental protection

strategies, in general, and, in geoconservation, in particular.

For that, the Azores Government considered the creation and implementation of the Azores
Geopark as a structuring project for the Azores Autonomous Region and included this

aspiration in its programme for the period 2008-2012.

The Environment and Sea Fegional Secretariat, as the main associated, commits to ensure
the financing of the Azores Geopark aetivities, and make all the efforts to guarantee the

success of this project.

The integration of the Azores Geopark in the European Geoparks Network will strengthen
the links between geology, volcanic landscapes, biodiversity and cultural values of the

Azores archipelago, including the secular and harmonious relationship between Mature and
the Azorean Man. This holistic and integrative view will develop synergies and serve as an

additional incentive for all the participants in the project.

Horta, 31 October 2011

The Environment and Sea Repional Secretary

José Gabriel do Alamo Mengses
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() Presidente do Governo

Ponta Delgada, 7 de Novembro de 2011
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GEOPARQUE Agores 8 Rede Europela e Global da Geoparges sob a égide da
Lnesco.

& relevancia internacional do patrimdnio gecldgico do territdnio, o seu valor
cientifico, cénico e educacional e, simultaneamente, a existéncia de uma rica
bicdiversidade & um assinaldvel patrimdnio cultural, constituem os fundamentos
para a implemeantagio no territdrio de politicas de desenvolvimento sustentivel,
fortemente suportadas em estratégias de proteccdo ambiental, em geral, e de
geoconservacio, em particular.

Neste sentido, o Governo Regional dos Acores considerou a criagdo e
implementacio do Geoparque ACores como um projecto estruturante para a
Regldo e incluiu este desiderato no Seu programa para o pericdo 2008-2012,
pelo que considero que a integragdo do Geoparque Agores na Rede Europeia de
Geopargques permitird a troca de experiéngias @ de conhecimentos, promovendo
a implementacdo de novas dindmicas e processcs que contribuam para a
melhoria continua da gestdo do Geoparque Agores.

Consciente deste facto, venho desta forma apoiar a candidatura do Geopargue
Acores & Rede Europeia de Geoparques.

7'{' / H?'.r-a Ce -*—:F

Ao Senhor

Presidente da Direccdo da GEDACORES
Associagdo Geoparque Agores Edificio Adeliagor
Rua do Pasteleiro s/n - Angdstias

2900-069 HORTA
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Assunto: Candidatura as Redes Europeia e Global de Geoparques

MNa sequéncia da instrucho por parie da Assoctagio Gaopargue Agores, enbdade sem
fing lucratives criada no arquipélago em 2010, de um processo de candidatura do
Geoparque Apares &4 Rede Europela de Geoparques, criada no ano 2000 e apoiada pela
Organizacho das Naghes Unidas para a Educagao, Ciknca e Cultura desde 2001, bem
como & Rede Global de Geopargues, criada irés anos depois desde logo com o apoio da
LUMNESCO, a Direccio Regional da Cullura manifesta pol este Mo o S&U apod A miciativa,
fue considera ser de relevanie inberesse para o arquiplago e a Regido Autdnoma dos
Agores.

Com os melhones cumprimentcs,

0 Direcior Regional da Cullura
1 I ¢

Pauliis Brung
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Exmao, Senhor
Presidende da Direcglo da
Geoagores — Associacho Geopangue Agores
Edificio Adelisgor
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ASSUNTO: SOLICITACAD DE CARTA DE APOIO A CANDIDATURA DO GEOPARQUF
ACORES A REDE EUROPEIA E GLOBAL DE GEOPARQUES

Feerevo-lhe, por incumbéncia de Sua Exa. o Secretirio Regional da Economin o sousar a
recepedio ¢ a agradecer o envio da vossa carta com a referéncin (GLFG 05-01/09, datada de 14
ife Outubro, na qual V. Exa. informa sobre o processo de candidatura da Geoparque Agores a
Rede Europeia ¢ Global de Geoparques sob a égide da UNESCO e cuja formalizagao decorrera

csle mes,

O Geoparque Apores constinui-se, de facto, como um projecto transversal que permile destacar e,
sobretudo valorizar a geodiversidade ¢ o patrimémio pecligico da Repifie, com particular
relevincia para o wvulcanismo, onde as manifestagbes secundiring Wém vindo o assumir wm
comportamento de atractividade cientifica, mas também turistica do Arquipélago.

(r Geoparque Agores caracteriza-se por estabelecer o equilibrio entre a protecgdio ¢ a promogio do
patrimanio geolégics, com o inuits de assegurar a sustentabilidade dos Agares do ponto de vista

pmbiental, socioecondmico ¢ cultural,

Mo admbito da sustentabilidade coondmica que este projecto procura promsover, € de assinalar a

vertente de desenvolvimento econdmico dos Agores assente no sepmsento do mfsmo de naturern

Pus de S Jodom * 479 - B504.533 Ponta Delgsda
Telef 206 309 100 - Fax. 2906 87 301
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I, pois, com satisfacdo que nos congratulamos com esta candidatura da Geoparque Agores & Rede
Europeia ¢ Global de Geoparques pelo importante contributo que presta para o desenvelvimento
sustentivel da Regifio, uma vee que esta iniciativa permite aliar o conhecimento ¢ conservaglo
ambienial com o bem-gstar das populagdes favorecendo, na globalidade, a melhona da qualidade

de vida dog Agorianng.

Com o3 melhores cumprimentos,

O Chelie dfu Grll:llnr:lc

T LMLF
odio Rogque Filipe

D SGCT20200 1572

Hua de 5. o8 0 4749 - 9304-333 Poovia Defpada
Telel. 296 30FF 1460 - Fax. 296 J87 502
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Exmo Senhor
Presidente da Direccdo da
Geoatores-Associacho Geopargque

Acores
Edificio ADELIAGOR,
Rua do Pasteleiro s/n, Angdstias
2900-068 Horta
ViRef.. Data; MRef.: Data:
6752011 100112011

ASSUNTO:; Carta de apeio a Candidatura do Geopargue Agores & Rede
Europeia e Global de Geoparques

MNa sequéncia do wWOficio n® 0IS4FGOS D109, vimos por esle mewd
enderecar &8 V. Exa. uma carla de apoio & candidatura mencionada em
epigrafe

A Associacao de Municipios da Regido Auténoma dos Acores reconhece ao
Geopargue Agores peculares caracteristicas nalurais plasmadas na beleza
ambiental que se vernfica, em confinuidade, por todo o termiono da Regido
Auldnoma dos Acores.

A criagdo do Geopargue Acores revesle-se de imporancia acrescida nBo 56
pela qualidade de wda propiciada as populagbes locais, mas também pelo
potencial de exploracdo de actividades turisticas, baseadas em principios de
sustentabilidace

A conservago do patrimonio gecldgico e da geodiversidade dos Acores
transforma-se numa priondade, ndo 56 para a Regldo & para o Pais, mas
também revesie-se de crucal impordncia para a Europa, no senlido em que
s& reconhece um valor incalculdvel ao patrimonio natural dos Acores e cujas
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especificidades serdo, indubilavelmente, parte integrante da riquesza natural
da Europa.

A Associacdo Geoparque Agores tem vindo a pamar pela potenciacao,
proteccdo & valorizaglio do Patrimdnio Geoldgico dos Agores, de tal modo
que a 22 de Abril de 2011, foi atribuido & AMRAA, por via deste trabalho o
prémio GEOCONSERVAGCAD 2011, do grupo Porugués da ProGEQ -

Associagio Europeia para a Conservacdo do Patriménio Geoldgico.

Por via de todes os argumentos acima apresentados, a Associagdo de
Municipios da Regido Autonoma dos Acores apoia de forma evidente a
presents candidatura do Geopargue Acores & rede Europeia e Global de
Geopangues.

sem oulro assunto de moments, despeco-me de Sua Exceléncia,
apreseniando 05 prolesios da nossa mais elevada consideracdo.

Com os melhores cumprimentos,
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Bz, Josd Leonarde Coubart da Silva
Presadent of Geoagores
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Subject: Aspiring Geopark Avores - Support ol the Portoguese Commission Tor
UNESC}

Ihe Portuguese Commusston for UNESCO wishes 1o hereby endorsze the nomination of the
Asparing Gieopark Azores, submilted by Geoagores - Association Geopark Azores, to the
European and Global Network of Geoparks supported by UNESCOL

Yours sincerely,
g
Femando Andresen Goimaries
Fresident
R Lemican Coallip 2" § Bdifus dvpp Rlmpe &1 e 1990= 005 L mLs
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STATEMENT

The Portuguese Group of ProGEQ (The European Association for the Conservation of the
Geological Heritage) has been supporting all initiatives concerning the development of
geoparks in Portugal. The Azores Geopark Project is the latest initiative in Portugal that is
now applying to the European Geoparks Network.

During the last two years an enthusiastic team with the strong institutional support of the
Azorean Regional Government is developing the project. All the nine islands of the Azores
Archipelago have a nch geological heritage of intermational scientific relevance. The
biodiversity and cultural values of these islands are also astonishing and are properly

integrated in the geopark project.

Being already worldwide recognized for its “green tourism™, the Azores Archipelago has
also a greal polential to be an amazing geolourism destination. The top-class volcanic
landscape can aftract both geoscientists and general public, which constitutes a major

advantage for the development of the Azores Geopark.

In 2011, the Association of the Municipalities of Azores won the national contest for the
Geoconservation Award. ProGEO-Portugal organizes this annual contest since 2004, in

order to award the work done by municipalities on the promotion of local geoconservation.

Therefore, we recommend that the Azores Geopark Project should be accepted as the third
Portuguese Geopark integrated in the European Geoparks Network.

Braga. 27Tth September 201 1
ProGEO-Portugal

José Bemardo B, Brilha

ProGEO-Partugal
ailc de José Brilha, Univ. do Minho, Dep. de Ciéncias da Terra, Campus de Gualtar, 4710-057 Braga
Phone; +253 604 306 Faoo +253 678 206 E-mail seci@progen.pt
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Exmo. Senhor
José Leonardo Goulart da Silva
Presidente da Direcdo de

Gepagores = Assoc, Geoparques AGOres
Edificio Adeliagor, R, do Pasteleins
To00-069 HORTA

V.® Ref.a Wi ref. 2011/SA1/21466
201110728

Assunto: Geoparque Acores

Exmo, Senher, ?m‘-&uﬂ .

0 Plano Estratégloo Macional do Turismo definiu o Turismo de Natureza como um
dos 10 produlos em gue, priortarlamente, devera assentar a estratégia de
desenvolvimento do Turismo nacional. O Turismo de Natureza reveste-se de
particilar importancia para a estruturagio e desenvolvimento da oferta turistica dos
Agores, tendo presente a caracteristicas naturais Unicas do Arguipélago que

permitemn consolidar uma oferta distintiva,

De acordo com estas orientacdes, o Projoto Geoparque Acores redne condigbes
para dinamizar de uma forma sustentavel e efetivamente distintiva, um patrimanko
geoldgice rico ¢ diverse nas suas manifestagbes enguanto recurse natural com
grande capacidade de projecio ¢ afirmagio turistica do desting Acores.

Tendo como expoente méxima, a morfologia wulcdnica e as manifestagdes
socundarias de vulcanismo observiveis nes nove ihes do arguipélago dos Agores, o
Geopargue  Acores projetara a  histdria viva da formacio dos  territorios, a
geodiversidade do territdrio ¢ zonas marinhas envolventes e o valor cénico de
algumas das mails belas palsagens naturais.

Tl s dhe Prortisgesl, P
Fiuss iworsm Siva, Lote & 1083-124 Lakos - Fodegal T +550 319 140 300 F 350 210 180 B0 nlafSuiientdafoiugil (il wwee listimodepormaga] [ wias Wi portugsl oom

Ty .
i!LF:.‘lj WIMSRTE FID DA DL O OWES B DO E N LD



TURISMO DE ﬂ
PORTUGAL .

Todo este patrimonio encerra um indiscutivel valor cientifico que merece ser
conservado, aprofundado o seu estudo, mas também, partilhado através da
promocdo da interpretacio integrada do territrio, dos valores naturais endémicos,
da bisdiversidade e das palsagens de belezra Onicas, reforcando as condiches de
atratividade dos Acores e dinamizando as atividades de Turismo de Natureza de
exceléncia,

Meste enguadraments, & com reconhecide mérito @ interesse que louvamos a
iniciativa da Geoagores - Assoclagdo Geoparques AGLores om  promover a
candidatura do Geoparque Acores o Rede Europela e Global de Pamques
[EGN/Unesco).

Com o meus melhores cumprimentos, l‘lu F i

O Presidente do Conselho Directivo

u Ed
(o DT
Luis Manue! Patrdo

Terismo de Porugss,
fum leis S, Lote & 1050134 Lindon - Portuga’ T +381 211 M2 700 F +281 211 1480 1) mioiiunemodeiorhgsl o wnv luiikEodeporiugl 50 st viHIponisgal com
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Exrmg. Sr,

Presidente da Associacao GEQACORES
Cantro de Empresas da Horta

Rua do Pasielesro s'n — Anglstias
GH00-066 HORTA,

Azores — Portugal

Dear Sir,

Through our colleague Jodo Carios Nunes, professor of the Azores Universsty, we learned of
the plans to purpose Bhe Associacdo GEOQAQORES lo become & pariner of the Ewopean
Geoparks Nebwodk,

W wrile you §0 expeess our sbrong support for this initiabee because of the scientific mportance
af these ooeanic slands, boated in @ pardicular geclogical settng, hghly relevant for the
understanding of the History of the Atlantic Ocean. Mareover, due to its outstanding scenic
conteni, the bteritory display an important volcanclourism potential and facilBies, and local
authorities have bean developing, since B long Ume 0o, natural hemage policies reflacting
strong commitment with the prnciples established for the European Geoparks Metwork

As Coordinator of the Planet Earth Commaties - Porlugal, | was debighbed to hear from my
colleague Jodo Carios Nunes about this plan, thus promoging, through the creation of the
“Azores Geopark®, the awarensess of the siructure, evolution, beauty and diversity of Earth
System, as pointed in Pars Dectaralion, approwed ender the asm of the Intemational Year of
Planet Earth Launch Event in Paris (2008)

| st therefore congratutale you on thes important mitiative and lock foreard 10 when “Arores
Geopark” is the third Portuguese member of the European Geoparks Metwork

Combra, Oclober, the 3rd, 2011

T{Gut-l—lwi'eue:?cmzlh (W

Professor Maria Helena Paiva Henriguees
Universily of Coimbra
Coordinator of Planet Earth Commiltes - Porugal
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Dear Sirs Lisboa, 27 October, 2011

The Azores archipelago, with its 9 volcanic islands, is an unique
worldwide example because of its mid-Atlantic location, distributed
in 3 tectonic plates,

Since its formation in Miocene times, the Azores geology was
marked by an intense voleanism and tectonics linked with the Atlantic
opening. This is well represented today by its exceptional and
numerous outcrops and beautiful volcanic geomorphology. We must
also refer several marine and continental sedimentary formations with
paleontological and stratigraphical importance.

Therefore, the Azores archipelago is an exceptional region with
remarkable scientific, pedagogic and geotouristic importance, with all
its spectacular examples of volcans, lava fields, fumarcles, thermal
waters and volcano-sedimentary series.

Beyond this rich geological heritage, we must also consider the
beautiful landscape and the associated biodiversity, both still well
preserved,

In conclusion, all this exceptional natural heritage deserves an
appropriate conservation and divulgation. In my opinion the best
solution to reach this purpose is the creation of a Geopark, in
similarity to what has been done in other Portuguese regions and in
several countries,

I am happy to support this important iniative .

Yours faithfully

tfj&m@“@__‘%

Miguel Magalhdes Ramalho (Prof. Dr.)
Professor of Stratigraphy, Univ, Lisbon (Retired)
Director of the Geological Museum (L.N.E.G.)

e o e et By A R
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‘YNU Department of Geology
Kangwon National University

Exmo. Sr.

Presidente da Associagio GEQACORES
Centro de Empresas da Horla

Aua do Pasteleiro s/n — Angostias
g800-069 HORTA

Azores = Fortugal

Dear Sir.

| was very happy to hear from my colleague, Joao Carlos Munes that the Azores
Geopark plan to join the European Geoparks Network. From my experience. | have
no doubt that the Azores (Geopark will be one of the most attractive geopark in the

world.

As an advisory committee member of Asia/Pacific Geopark Network, | strongly
believe that the Azores Geopark will be one of the best geopark in the future.

With best regards,

Kyung Sik Woo
Frofessor of Geology. Kangwon National University, Republic of Korea
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L Scoprire le bellezze del pianeta viaggiando.

Genova, llaly, 27 Septamber 2011

Exm. Sr.

Presidente da Associagho GEQOACDRES
Contro de Empresas da Horla

Rua do Pasteleira sin - Anghstias
T900-069 HORTA

Azores — Portugal

Subject Official candidature support of the Arares Geopark as European and Global
UNESCO Geopark

The Geptounsm Asseciation, (established in Via G. Di Vittorio 224, 16018 Mignanego (GE),
Italy) suppors the implementation of the iniiatre aimed at recognizing the Azores |slands [Porhegal)
ared as @ UNESCO GEOPARK since thal termiory has geal milevant values either as 8 volcanic
gceanic islands with peculiar global sefting, either as a lemiory with relevant geosites.  geolagical
heritaage polioes, uniqee soenic volcanic landscapes and improwng geatourisrm lacates

Cir Assocaation, base in Italy, since the year 2005, adopted the Azores Island as one of the
most important geobourist destinabons for cur summer travels. The choice is due fo the perdect mix of
scenic vahses, consernvabon condibon, geslogical and scentific evidences.

Moreower, the geological and natuie values flogether with suStainable development
straleqgies already widely adopled by the Aulonomous Region of Azores - make ihe islands a
prlaged taboratony for (he Frplermentadion of promobon policles and Socio-BCORGMIC context b
aciive measures o prolect and enhance he emaronment

For the abowe reasons, themfome, the Geolowism Associabon hopes recognition of the
FAaones Goopark a5 a Ewopean and Global UNESCO Geopark and conssders fhis inititre a8 very
Empodtant fo promote the dissemination, training and developmend of scientific research in vanous
iisciplines of Eatth Sciences

Gaolourtsm Association
. Matteo Garofano
D %M%,{/ﬂﬁ/
Matteo Ga rfano
Ass g 4T e—
"'"""m-m.
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Exrmn, Sr. r—
Presidente da Associacao GEQACDRES
Centre de Empresas da Horta

Rua do Pasteleiro 5/n - Anglstaag
GOH-0ED HORTA

Azoaes — Portupgal

Chear Sir,
Srores Geopark Application

it is a pleasure toowrite in strong support of your applecation for Ceopark status fos
the Arorian archipelags, | have been farunate enough o wisit the Azores on bwo
pccasions, taking in five of the nine islands - Sao Miguel, Terceira, Faial, Pico and
Sa0 George. | have also visited many other geaparks arcund the world including:
Arouca Geopark, Portugal;
Maturtejo Geopark, Porfugal:
Morth Pennings Geopark, England,
Lochaber Geopark, Scotland;
Gea Norvegica Geopark, Morway;
Hateg Dinosaur Ceopark, Romania;
Langkawi Geopark, Malaysia,
Hong Keng Geopark, Chima,
I have also attended two Euwropean Geopark Annual Conferences, one Global Geopark
Conference and two International Geological Congress meetings that have included
sessions on geoparks, As a resuln of all this experience, | have no doubt at all that
the Azores deserve international recognition for their outstanding volcanic geology
and geomorphology, Their location in mid=-Atlantic at the intersection of three
rectonlc plates and the wonderful examples of volcanoes, lava fMlows, calderas,
craters, Tajas, liva tubes and many other features could make the islands a
significant geatourist destination and epporunity for geoscience education. The
Capelinhos volcang and Visitor Centre alone are remarkable as are the views of Pico
from throughout the archipelage, But outstanding geology alone is insufficient (o
wiarrant geopark status. What makes the Azoses rather special are the clear links
between geodiversity, biodiversity and the cultural life of the islands. | know, also,
that the local communities of the Arores are fully behind the application 1o jein the
EGM and GGH.

In conclusion, this application has my very strong suppoert, and | wish you
PVERY Success with it

Yours sincerehy,

Murray Gray

Emerritus Reader, WMisiting Professor,
CGueen Mary, University of Lonmdon, University of Minhao, 3
United Kingdon Portugal Ptsr, st Wty The Chees

increparated ity Aoyl Chariee
Queen blary & Wesifeld Coliege
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Azores - Portugal

10 October 2011

Diear Sir

For several years 1 have followed the establishment of the European Geoparks Network with a
special interest in volcanic and geothermal environments, With great interest [ heard from
Professor J O Nunes about the preparmtions to apply for the Ageres Grapargae to becoming a
partner in the European CGeoparks Network,

Thirowmgls the research for my academic text books (Foleanme & Geotliermial Teariso:
Sustinagble Creo-Resowrces for Leisure and Recreation, Earsfacas; Health & Wellbess
Towrism: Spas and Floi springs, Channel Fiow), which focus on the geological hentage of
voleanie envirenments and the use of geothermal rescurces for health, wellness amd recreation,
it has become obvious that these environments deserve special protection,

The Ageres Creapargoie has all the preneguisites in the form of envirommental and cultural
values lor several imponand loarism sectors based on the principles of sustainability. NMature-
hased tourism is a perfect means to promote the geodiversity and peobopical hentage of the
voleanic phenomena of the Azores, These peosites of the Azores in combination with the
mfrastructure already in place provides great potential for Geotourism, Ecotourism and

Addventure Tonmrism,

Based on the sudtainable wee of geothermal resourees in the form of natural hot and mineral
springs the health wellness and leisure tourism sector will be able to furiher promote the
protection of these nataral phenomena as well as providing an economic benefit o the host
communities,

Together with the Geoparks status, the geotowristic valoe of the voleanic landscapes and the
existing infrasimucture (incloding Visitor Centres, Museums and Interpretive Centres) the
Apores Geopargue has the significant potential to be an outstanding destimation for iftermational
wisitors,

It is my pleasure 1o srrongly suppon the application of the Agares Geapargue o beomne a
member of U European Geoparks Metwork.

Wors 5 13

‘rfurt-Cooper
Phi} Candidate (submitted)
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Azares - Porfugal

La Laguna, October Sth, 2011

Dear Sir,

I was delighted 1w know through our colleague Prof, Jodo Carlos Munes, from the University dos
Agores, that the association Geoagores is applying to become partner of the European Geoparks
Network. I write 1o express my strong support to this initintive given the high importance of the
Azores as one of the most relevant volcanic regions in Europe and one of the few «till active in
this area, with a high varety of volcamic stmectures such as sbundant calderas, Tavn fibes amd
volcanic pits, geothermal sites and abundant fumaroles, hotsprings an other active volcanic
menifiestations; and also given o the nbundamt and very active sciennific and amateur local
teams working on the study, divulgation and conservation of their geological heritage,

The Aworean people and authorities are aware of the peculiar global setting of their oceanic
volcanic islands with such relevant geosites, and are very concemed with naral heritage
policies necessary 1o preserve unigue scenic landscapes that can be important to promote an
alrcady incipient voleanstourizm, For all this effort and many other reasons, the Azores deserve
to get the important support of being partner of the EGN,

Hoping a prompt declaration of the Geoparque Agores as member of the EGN, | send you my
best wishes and cordial greelings.

Yours faithfully

Padro Oromi
Professor of Zoology
Rees. Group Sublermanean Biologoy




EMTRADA W°

United States Department of the Interior

LS, GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
Volcano Science Center %
e

345 Modistwid Rosd, ME-810, Mands Pock, Calilormun BUR25-3591
Takaphong: (650) J28-0202 Fax; (8507 329-5203
Etectranc Mot rtiling Busga.gov

19 Ohctober 20011

Exmo. Sr.

Presidente dn Associagio GEOACORES
Centro de Empresas da Hoea

Run do Pasteleiro 5/'n - Angistias
G060 HORTA, Faial

Azores - Porugal

Ciro Sendwor:

I understand from Dy, Jofio Carlos Munes (Universidade dos Agores) that, after several years of hard
work and coordination, final arrangements are being made to present the application o create a Azores Geopark
as part of the European Geoparks Network. 1 am a voleanologist with more than four decades of experience
with the 1.5, Geological Survey in studies of cruptions and their associated hazards. In recent years, 1 have
worked together with Dr. Nunes and the Universidade dos Agores on volcanologic topics of mutual interest,
including the co-editing of a Special Irswe of the Jowrnal af Volcanology and Geothermal Research titked the
“Volcanic Geology of the Asores lslands™ published in 2006. During our collaborations, | have had the good
fortune 1o visit many of the islinds and have gained first-hand knowledge of many of the well-preserved
voleonic lndforms and ether voleanic and geothermal features of the Azores,

The Azores archipelago occupics a unique geodynamic sefting: located in what geoscientists term the
“Agzores Triple Junction,” where the North American, Eurasian, and African-Nubia tectonic plates meet,
Dynamic interactions between these plates, together with the involvement of an inferred mantbe thermal plume
{*hot spot”™), over geologic time have produced countless earthquakes and voleanic eruptions that have
produced the volcanic islonds as they exist today. Truly, the Azores constitule o volcanic wonder land with its
drumatic scenery—fresh lova Nows, cinder cones, lava tubes and caves, voleanic lakes, rugged seashore, black
sand beaches, nmd other attractions attributed w the islands” young voleanic history, An sdded bonus is the
coosysiem with highly bio-diverse flora and faunn that has evolved on the volcanic landscape.

Alihough the Azores already are known for their scientific imponance and voleanic beauty, the creation
of an Azores Geopark within the European Geoparks Network would enhance the public awareness of this
unigue region with its outstanding geoscientific heritage and immense geotourism potential. Moreover, the
concept, policies, and implementation of the Azores Geopark would contribute 1o the improved identification
und prodection of the key oulerops and scientific features, as well o geolourism expansion in an ccologically
sustainable manner, to aseure enjoyment by future genertions,  Thas, [ sinongly suppont the cffons being made
through your offices to cstablish the Azores Geopark. | wish you every swccess in this endeavor.

Rabert L. Tilling .
Sendor Research Geologist — Volcanologist
Scientist Emeritas, Volcano Science Cenler




